The next issue of CHALLENGE will appear in three weeks, 
after which we will resume our regular biweekly schedule. 
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NETANYAHU-HARRIS-BIDEN— 


WE CHARGE YOU 
WITH GENOCIDE: 


[Benjamin] Netanya- 
hu, you can’t hide, you’re committing genocide” was 
one of many angry chants directed at the fascist mass 
murderer during his trip to Washington D.C. to ad- 
dress Congress and seek continued financial support 
for his racist slaughter in Palestine. 


Students and workers from around the coun- 
try gathered at 2nd and Constitution Avenues and 
marched on the Capitol while many others blocked 
streets, forcing his U.S. imperialist handlers to divert 
his entourage. To no surprise, butcher Netanyahu 
spent his visit spewing lies about Gaza's death toll and 
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calling criticism of Israel “Hamas propaganda” (An- 
adolu Agency, 7/25). 


Protestors at Union Station burned a large Netan- 
yahu puppet along with the U.S. flag that represents 
U.S. ruling class complicity in genocide. Police re- 
sponded with arrests and attacked the Capitol march- 
ers with pepper spray. 


A small Progressive Labor Party (PLP) contingent 
and friends joined thousands in the rally at the Capi- 
tol to demand an end to financial and military support 
for Israel. We also challenged the idea of a two-state 
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solution and support for Hamas. Communists fight 
for multiracial, multiethnic unity and a communist 
world of equality, not new capitalist nations. Hamas 
has exploited Palestinian workers and will continue 
to do so if a peace agreement creates a new nation for 
them. 


On the eve of Netanyahu’s visit hundreds of young 
members of Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP) occupied 
the Cannon Office Building and were arrested. Jew- 
ish-Palestinian worker unity is possible! 


COMMUNIST MUSEUM TRIP 
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OUR FIGHT 


Progressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to destroy 
capitalism and the dictatorship of the capitalist 
class. We organize workers, soldiers and youth 
into a revolutionary movement for communism. 


The dictatorship of the working class — com- 
munism—can provide a lasting solution to the 
disaster that is today’s world for billions of people. 
This cannot be done through electoral politics, but 
requires a revolutionary movement and a mass 
Red Army led by PLP. 


Worldwide capitalism, in its relentless drive for 
profit, inevitably leads to war, fascism, poverty, 
disease, starvation and environmental destruc- 
tion. The capitalist class, through its state power 
— governments, armies, police, schools and cul- 
ture — maintains a dictatorship over the world’s 
workers. The capitalist dictatorship supports, and 
is supported by, the anti-working-class ideologies 
of racism, sexism, nationalism, individualism and 
religion. 


While the bosses and their mouthpieces claim 
“communism is dead,’ capitalism is the real failure 
for billions worldwide. Capitalism returned to 
Russia and China because socialism retained 
many aspects of the profit system, like wages and 
privileges. Russia and China did not establish 
communism. 


Communism means working collectively to 
build a worker-run society. We will abolish work 
for wages, money and profits. While capitalism 
needs unemployment, communism needs every- 
one to contribute and share in society’s benefits 
and burdens. 


Communism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses racism to 
super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and indigenous 
workers, and to divide the entire working class. 


Communism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women— sexism—and divisive 
gender roles created by the class society. 


Communism means abolishing nations and 
nationalism. One international working class, one 
world, one Party. 


Communism means that the minds of millions 
of workers must become free from religion’s false 
promises, unscientific thinking and poison- 
ous ideology. Communism will triumph when 
the masses of workers can use the science of 
dialectical materialism to understand, analyze 
and change the world to meet their needs and 
aspirations. 


Communism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions of 
workers — eventually everyone — must become 
communist organizers. Join Us! 


CONTACT US 


Email: desafio.challenge@gmail.com 
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Twitter: @PLPchallenge 

Facebook: @Challenge Desafio 
Instagram: @ PLPchallenge 


fY O 


@PLPCHALLENGE 


WHO WRITES 


FOR CHALLENGE? 
CHALLENGE is for the working class, produced by 
the working class. The fact that CHALLENGE/PLP 
articles are not signed grows from PLP’s criticism 
of the cult of the individual in the former socialist 
Soviet Union and China. We do not want to en- 
courage the possibility of building up a “following” 
around any particular individual. 
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final version is based on collective discussion and 
criticism. Many times this collective discussion 

even precedes an individual’s writing of an article. 
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End game for Gaza 
genocide: World War 


On August 10, after assassinating a top Hamas 
leader in Tehran and a Hezbollah commander in 
Beirut, the genocidal Israel regime targeted a Gaza 
school-turned-shelter during morning prayers, 
killing more than 90 people. Nazi Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has vowed to keep bom- 
barding Gaza until Hamas is obliterated—which 
translates into the nonstop slaughter of women, 
men, and children with no place to turn. Israel’s 
reckless assassination spree is pushing the Middle 
East toward a regional war and, given the crisis of 
capitalism and intensified imperialist competition, 
toward World War III. 


Over the last 10 months, based on conserva- 
tive estimates, nearly 40,000 workers have been 
killed in Gaza. According to the medical journal 
The Lancet, the true death toll from Israel’s ethnic 
cleansing—including bodies buried under rubble 
and “indirect” deaths from the collapse of health 
and food distribution infrastructure—exceeds 
186,000, or more than 8 percent of Gaza’s prewar 
population (Al Jazeera, 8/7). The missile strike on 
the Gaza City shelter struck a prayer hall filled with 
200 workers and children, strewing the scene with 
bodies and body parts. “The dead are all in pieces,’ 
one worker said (New York Times, 8/10). 


Progressive Labor Party calls for international- 
ism and multiracial unity to smash the U.S.-backed 
Zionist baby-killers and the murderous capitalist 
system behind these racist atrocities. Only com- 
munist revolution by the international working 
class can end capitalist genocide for all time! 


Zionist isolation and U.S. weakness 
As war widens in the Middle East and the blood- 
soaked Israeli bosses become more and more iso- 
lated, there are clear signs of growing U.S. weak- 
ness in the region. After the latest assassinations, 
Iran demanded an emergency meeting of the 
57-member Organization of Islamic Cooperation. 
The OIC proceeded to hold Israel, “the illegal oc- 
cupying power, fully responsible for this heinous 
attack.” Saudi Arabia, a bitter enemy of Iran until 
China arranged a rapprochement in March, called 
the murder of Ismail Haniyeh of Hamas a “blatant 

violation” of Iran’s sovereignty (Al Jazeera, 8/7). 


As Israel’s crimes against humanity show no sign 
of ebbing, the United Nations keeps telling the 
world that there is no longer any safe place in Gaza. 
Schools, shelters, and hospitals are all routinely 
targeted by Zionist bombs and missiles. Even with 
more reports of torture and rapes in Palestine by 
Israeli soldiers, the Biden-Harris administration 
continues to write a blank check for money and 
weapons to these war criminals. 


After Bezalel Smotrich, Israel’s settler Nazi fi- 
nance minister, stated it “may be just and moral” to 
try to free Israeli hostages by exterminating 2 mil- 
lion Palestinians in Gaza, the Zionist regime faced 
a firestorm of criticism from the European Union 
(Financial Times, 8/9). If Iran and its proxies back 
up their threats of retaliation, the U.S. may soon 
find itself in a lonely place in taking Israel’s side. 


Spiral to WWIII 

U.S. complicity in the Gaza genocide has further 
eroded its influence over the vital, oil-rich Middle 
East. Both regional challenger Iran and imperialist 
rivals China and Russia are moving aggressively to 
fill the power vacuum. While U.S. Middle East “al- 
liances” are disintegrating, Iran’s strategy of build- 
ing up proxy militias and appealing to potential 
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allies seems to be working. The imperialist rulers 
of Russia, Iran’s key backer, have used the horrors 
of Gaza to expose the U.S. rulers’ hypocritical criti- 
cism of Russia’s onslaught against Ukraine. And 
while the U.S. funds two wars, China continues to 
strengthen its economic and political ties in the 
Middle East and Africa, frequently at U.S. expense. 
As the U.S. prepares to send a dozen combat ships 
and a squadron of fighter jets to defend Israel from 
retaliation by Iran, it’s been reduced to pleading 
with Israel to accept a ceasefire agreement. 


Meanwhile, both wings of the U.S. capitalist rul- 
ing class are working to squash a growing anti- 
genocide movement. Avril Haines, Genocide Joe 
Biden’s director of national intelligence, claimed 
that “actors tied to Iran’s government [are] posing 
as activists online, seeking to encourage protests, 
and even providing financial support to [anti-gen- 
ocide] protesters.” This provoked 22 members of 
the Trump-controlled House of Representatives to 
demand the “investigation and criminal prosecu- 
tion as well as financial ruin of Gaza war protesters, 
who they claim have received funding from Iran” 
(Ken Klippenstein, 8/9). It wasn’t enough for U.S. 
rulers to use their fascist KKKops to destroy over- 
whelmingly peaceful encampments protesting 
genocide in Gaza. Now they propose to criminalize 
the protests’ organizers. 


While Top KKKop Kamala Harris agreed to meet 
with members of the anti-genocide Uncommitted 
movement, her security advisor made it clear she 
will never back an arms embargo against Israel: 
"She will always ensure Israel is able to defend it- 
self against Iran and Iran-backed terrorist groups” 
(Al Jazeera, 8/8). Neither Harris nor Biden has the 
spine to defy the Zionist lobby in the U.S., led by the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC). 
The group spent record amounts in recent primary 
elections to oust two anti-genocide Congresspeo- 
ple, Jamaal Bowman in New York and Cori Bush in 
Missouri. 


Worker-soldier-student 
fightback can end war 

For the workers of the world, Zionism and Ha- 
mas-inspired Palestinian nationalism are both 
dead ends. Nationalism and racism are two sides 
of the same coin. They are used by the capitalist 
rulers to divide workers and mislead them into be- 
lieving they have more in common with their op- 
pressors than with their class sisters and brothers 
around the world. 


Workers around the world have continued to 
protest the ongoing genocide in Gaza. Tens of 
thousands are planning to demonstrate outside 
the warmakers’ Democratic National Convention 
this month. PLP applauds the bravery and deter- 
mination of these protesters. But street actions 
and campus encampments are not enough to end 
capitalist wars for profit! The international working 
class needs more. 


During the Vietnam War, Progressive Labor 
Party built a worker-student-soldier alliance that 
called for turning imperialist genocide into a war 
for workers’ power. That means organizing soldiers 
in all capitalist-led armies to turn the guns around 
for communist revolution. Only an international 
revolutionary communist party can lead the fight 
to smash imperialist wars—and to build a new 
world run by and for the working class. Fight back 
for the workers and children of Gaza! Join PLP! 
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Antiracist fight exposes 
APHA’s pro-profit nature 


August 12, Washington DC— The Ameri- 
can Public Health Association (APHA) recently 
blocked health workers within the association 
from submitting a resolution against the genocide 
in Gaza. Last October 2023 the APHA became the 
first health organization to pass an emergency 
ceasefire resolution about the war on Gaza, good 
for one year. While its governing body watered 
down the proposal from a statement of eight pages 
to one sentence, it voted overwhelmingly in favor 
as hundreds of supporters stood in the back of the 
room with signs and fliers. APHA officials looked 
on in horror. They showed themselves as more in- 
terested in supporting U.S. imperialism and Israeli 
genocide than promoting public health. The suc- 
cessful resolution read: 


“In light of the continuing escalating of civilian 
casualties by Israel and the collapse of the health- 
care infrastructure in Gaza, APHA calls upon Pres- 
ident Biden and Congress to urgently demand an 
immediate cease-fire and call for de-escalation 
of the current conflict by securing the immediate 
release of the hostages and those detained; by re- 
storing water, fuel, electricity and other basic ser- 
vices; and by passing adequate humanitarian aid 
to the Gaza Strip.” 


This was a resolution calling for humanitarian 
decency. It was certainly not revolutionary yet it 
scared the APHA pro capitalist leaders. But out of 
this struggle, more members than ever came to 
a Progressive Labor Party (PLP) meeting, and an 
ongoing cadre of supporters grew within the or- 
ganization and created the Palestine Health Jus- 
tice Working Group (PHJWG). This year, it submitted a 
more comprehensive permanent resolution for a vote 
at its 2024 meeting that condemns the Israeli occupa- 
tion of Palestine, U.S. aid for Israel, and the constant 
bombing of Gaza that destroys health, lives, and in- 
frastructure. It calls for humanitarian aid, sanitation, 
public health interventions for workers in Palestine 
and the end of the war, occupation, and U.S. aid. 


APHA bosses back genocide 

APHA officials decided to stop it in its tracks with- 
out consulting with or notifying the Working Group. 
They have declared that it cannot even be consid- 
ered, in violation of all their own rules! Now the most 
militant antiracist fighters in this association are being 
targeted as anti-Zionists and antisemitic. One of the 
accused is a PLP member, who has pushed for Pales- 
tinian and Israeli workers to unite against the capital- 
ist rulers of Israel, Hamas, and the Palestinian Author- 
ity. Meanwhile, APHA urges members to vote for the 
next U.S. President, although both candidates support 
Israel and its genocidal war. 
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This October there will be mass actions at the na- 
tional convention in Minneapolis, to protest the war 
and APHA actions. The PHJWG will attend pre-con- 
vention resolution hearings on Zoom, demonstrate 
with fellow workers, and loudly bring our concerns to 
the massive rank and file members of the union and 
the governing body. We have made t-shirts and but- 
tons and leaflets that will be widely distributed. As we 
have done previously, PLP will prepare a special APHA 
Convention CHALLENGE issue and hold a meeting to 
put forward a revolutionary perspective. 


Fighting back against genocide 

Since the current war on Palestinians began, tens 
of thousands of students, young people, socialists, 
communists, and anti-Zionists around the world have 
risen in opposition. In the U.S., thousands have taken 
over streets, organized sit-ins from Grand Central to 
the U.S. Capitol and built over 50 encampments at 
universities. This has resulted in a militant movement 
against war, imperialism and racism. Despite many 
retributions, organizers continue to plan for local ac- 


When anti-genocide protestors dis- 
rupted a Harris campaign rally in Ar- 
izona rally to demand a ceasefire and 
an end to the genocidal apartheid in 

Palestine-Israel, U.S. Vice President 

and Democrats 2024 Presidential 
nominee told workers I'm speaking do 
you want fascist Trump to win?! What 
she really meant to say was SHUT UP, 

I'ma Black & South Asian woman 
speaking on behalf of the empire and 
I'll continue to do so over the mangled 

and liquefied bodies of Palestinian 
workers and children. This contradic- 

tion in the liberal fascist wing of the 
ruling class is why our Party unifies 
on the basis of class. KkKKamala is no 
friend of the working class and never 
will be. Politicians like Harris are why 
we say liberals are an even greater 
threat to the international working 
class and are ushering in World War 
III and paving the way for fascism. 


tions and days of rebellion at the Democratic Party 
Convention in Minneapolis, August 19 to August 23. 
Many have become more interested in communist 
ideas. 


The Progressive Labor Party applauds this commit- 
ment and militancy. We have joined demonstrations 
distributing thousands of CHALLENGE newspapers 
and conducting educational sessions about the war. 
Our line, “From the river to the sea, communism will 
set us free,’ rejects a nationalist solution that divides 
Israelis and Palestinians into two (unequal) lands. We 
reject the policies of nationalism around the world, 
from those who support the fascist leaders of Israel 
to those who support the current leaders of Palestine, 
both the corrupt collaborators of Fatah and the Islam- 
ic fundamentalists of Hamas. No workers will be free 
until there is an international anti-capitalist move- 
ment that fights for a communist system that discards 
the profit motive and is run by the working class in or- 
der to maximize the quality of life of all workers. If we 
organize ourselves around the world, involving our- 
selves in many mass struggles, we can do it. 


Netanyahu-Harris-Biden—We Charge You with Genocide 


Continued from page 1 


The imperialists in the U.S. and European Union 
(EU) prefer to keep workers divided by race, religion, 
and nationality and use both mainstream and social 
media to lie about Zionism's blood soaked past: ex- 
ecuting countless Palestinian workers, farmers, and 
students. 


Building communist movement 
to bury this genocide system 

At the rally we distributed hundreds of flyers and 
CHALLENGEsS. We called for support for local teach- 
ers and students under attack for speaking out against 
the genocide in Gaza. Our attack on nationalism was 
well recieved by our friends from Iran who describe 
their country as fascist. Many marchers were open to 
taking communist literature with interest and enthu- 
siasm. We met new friends interested in communist 
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ideas and reconnected with teachers, neighbors and 
public health activists that we have been organizing 
with since October 7. 


Many of the speakers at the rally supported Hamas 
and called for a ceasefire and a two-state solution. 
Others we have worked with attacked the racist police 
in D.C. for their treatment of Black residents. Students 
from the George Washington Encampment attacked 
the capitalist state in a rousing speech. 


Our organizing efforts must continue to reach out 
to workers such as the members in transit (ATU Local 
689) who have passed ceasefire resolutions but rarely 
join in these demonstrations. Their strength could 
shut down the city and raise the struggle to a new 
level and bring us closer to state power. International 
communist revolution remains the only way to stop 
fascists like Netanyahu, widening wars, and the capi- 
talist bloodsuckers who are behind both fascist and 
liberal politicians. 
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Lessons from The Battle 
of Blair Mountain 


Dan Chain, mugshot, 1912 


The UMWA was the first major industrial union to include African- 
Americans and employ them as organizers. One such organizer was Dan 
Chain, also known as "Few Clothes Johnson.” Chain served as a prominent 
organizer during the Paint Creek-Cabin Creek Strike and, according to Fred 
Mooney, was one of the "Dirty Eleven" - a select group of commandos who 
used armed resistance against the coal companies. 


Described as being an expert with a gun and having fists the size of "picnic 
hams," Chain worked closely with Mooney and Lawrence "Peggy" Dwyer 
on Paint Creek. Chain was arrested during one of the declarations of martial 
law and sent to the Moundsyille Penitentiary. He was pardoned in 1913 and, 
afterwards, disappeared into obscurity. Many years later, "Few Clothes" was 
portrayed by actor James Earl Jones in the 1987 film Matewan. 


reproduction, West Virginia and Regional History Collection 


PLers hosted a trip discussing the brave, antiracist fightback the miners waged in West Virginia in the 1920s and snapped these 
photos:Pictured Left: Mugshot of Dan Chain, pictured right: description box under his photo, and pictured bottom: Workers posing in 
the entrance of a Gary, West Virginia mine, before going into work. The armed, multiracial struggle of Blair Mountain serves today as an 
example of the fightback that will one day destroy the bosses for good! 


Members of our Progressive Labor Party (PLP) club 
in Kentucky recently hosted a trip to the West Virginia 
Mine Wars Museum in Matewan to learn about one 
of the biggest labor uprisings in history known as the 
Battle of Blair Mountain. Among the key lessons we 
learned was the central role of multiracial unity in la- 
bor struggles, the need for militancy and even armed 
struggle in the battle against the bosses, and the 
danger of betrayal by union leaders. We held a cadre 
school after the visit and another friend showed inter- 
est in joining the ranks of the PLP. 


PLP members and friends from Washington D.C., 
Kentucky, and Tennessee toured the Mine Wars Mu- 
seum in Matewan and gravesites of Sid Hatfield. The 
museum tour summarized the history of union organ- 


izing in West Virginia that led up to the Battle of Blair 
Mountain. The early United Mine Workers of America 
(UMWA) was one of the first unions to employ Black 
organizers. One of them, Dan Chain (AKA “Few- 
clothes Johnson”), was featured in the 1980s movie 
“Matewan” and was a prominent organizer during key 
strikes leading up to Blair Mountain. He was also one 
of the “dirty-eleven’, a group of militants who used 


armed resistance against the coal companies. 


Miners showed the way to workers in 
militancy against the bosses 
We moved on to the gravesite of Sid Hatfield, the 
sheriff who had a shootout with anti-miner thugs, 
killing Baldwins-Felts agents who were trying to evict 
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miners living within city-limits. At the gravesite, a PLP 
member from Kentucky gave a speech linking the 
global warming impacts of coal mining to the work- 
ing class struggle and the broader analysis of the need 
for communist revolution, something the miners had 
missed. 


The miners who fought at Blair Mountain made the 
naive mistake of thinking that the U.S. National Guard 
was not their enemy, despite the fact that they were 
prepared to drop bombs on the miners in the event 
that they did not surrender to the coal bosses. We also 
learned that the iconic Mother Jones misled the min- 
ers after supporting them initially. She claimed that 
she had a telegram from President Harding promising 
an end to the coal bosses’ tyranny on the condition 
that the miners return home, but this was a lie! The 
miners marched on Blair Mountain despite this con- 


fusion. What an education! 


PLP members study worker-led fights 
to learn how to defeat the bosses 

The next day Kentucky PLers hosted a cadre 
school in Williamsburg, centered around Palestine 
and nationalism. Members from Kentucky explained 
how the current genocide in Gaza will not be solved 
through nationalism, and how workers can only end 
war and imperialism and racism through internation- 
alist class struggle against both the Israeli and Pales- 
tinian bosses. 


The conversation shifted towards unions and how 
there is a need to bring internationalism into the 
workplace, and link up local struggles with the wider 
class struggle, creating a sense of solidarity between 
workers in the U.S. and Gaza. A worker at the cadre 
school shared her struggles with her own union and 
started a wider conversation about how unions can 
betray the rank and file and seek to make deals with 
the bosses, and how unless we bring revolutionary 
politics into the workplace we are stuck fighting for re- 
forms that eventually get taken away over time. 

The history of our class is filled with stories of mili- 
tancy, multi-racial unity, betrayal by union leaders, 
and the prospects for revolutionary struggle. Long live 
the Battle of Blair Mountain! 
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youth defied kkkops 


Scenes from the antiracist rebellions that rocked Ferguson, Missouri. Workers faced off with the kkkops (pictured left), smashed their cars 
(pictured right ), and threw tear gas containers back at cops. Our analysis that Black workers are key was on full display. 


This Black August, we are spotlighting an article from 
our 2014 Summer Project in Ferguson, Missouri. On 
August 9, racist killer kkkop Darren Wilson murdered 
Mike Brown, a Black teen who had just graduated high 
school eight days prior. Wilson had fired 12 bullets, 8 of 
which pierced 18-year-old Mike. 


The racist disposal of his life, along with countless 
other Black youth and workers’ lives, sparked a 10-day 
rebellion from Ferguson and what the bosses called a 
year of “unrest.” The ripple effect of that rebellion spread 
as far as Baltimore, Maryland for Tyrone West to New 
York City for Eric Garner to Omar Abrego and Ezell 
Ford in Los Angeles, just to name a few. 


Progressive Labor Party (PLP), taking the leader- 
ship of Black youth, marched alongside with youth and 
workers in Ferguson. Over the span of a year, every time 
a PLP contingent visited Ferguson, the communists and 
CHALLENGE were welcomed. We had built a relation- 
ship with a group of youth who organized themselves 
under the name of Lost Voices. The Ferguson Rebellion 
was a key historical event that shaped the antiracist 
consciousness of those who participated. 


Since then, that generation has experienced the 
non-indictment of killer kkkop Wilson, the gutter rac- 
ist Donald Trump presidency, the #metoo movement, 
a pandemic, the Black Lives Matter movement in 2020 
following the murder of George Floyd, record deporta- 
tions, the Genocide Joe Biden presidency, the Jan. 6 In- 
surrection, countless wars, a raging genocide in Gaza, 
and more. A decade later, Black members of the work- 
ing class are still three times more likely to be killed by 
police than their white counterpart (Mapping Police Vi- 
olence, 8/1). What was true then is still true today—rac- 
ist police terror is part and parcel of the profit system. 

In this period of ever-spiraling capitalist crises (see 
editorial, page 2), many of our class siblings are search- 
ing for answers. PLP urges workers to unite based on 
our class interests, and antiracism and antisexism are 
prerequisites in the final defeat of the bosses’ system. 
The only way we can rid the world of exploitation is 
through running these bosses into the ground, while 
building for a communist society. 


Ferguson, Mo, August 29 — During the recent rebel- 
lions here, a young multiracial team from Progressive 
Labor Party visited the area to support these antiracist 
actions and put forward the idea that communism is 
the only way to defeat racism and capitalism. Here is 
one account. 


The bosses’ media keep spreading the lie that “out- 
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The whole system is 

guilty! We heard this 

statement over and 

over during our time 
in Ferguson. 


side agitators” aren’t wanted in Ferguson, but that 
couldn’t be further from the truth. Hundreds of work- 
ers and students received CHALLENGE and a PL leaf- 
let calling for more rebellion against racist police mur- 
ders. They embraced communist ideas and calls for 
communist revolution. An older couple contributed 
to our lunch after a brief discussion on the history of 
racism in Ferguson and the U.S. and the lack of oppor- 
tunities for working-class youth. 


During our time here, we connected with a group of 
young freedom fighters that formed a new organiza- 
tion during the rebellion following Michael Brown’s 
murder. The group consists of youth who met night 
after night to battle the cops. Calling themselves The 
Lost Voices, they are dedicated to preventing racist po- 
lice murder from becoming the norm. 


The Lost Voices have camped out on Florissant 
Avenue, Ferguson’s main strip, where protests have 
persisted for two weeks. One leader of the group said 
tshey march daily so that workers in Ferguson and 
around the world know that “we out here.” 


One of the most exciting developments was a PLP 
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study group with these youth, where we discussed the 
Our Fight section in CHALLENGE. Beyond outright 
agreement with our antiracist stance, these young 
workers echoed our idea that the abolition of money 
will aid in creating a new, worker-led world. 


On our last night, we had a rally of 50 through the 
streets of Ferguson. Workers responded by joining the 
march with their kids, holding signs from balconies, 
honking as we marched, and yelling out words of soli- 
darity. It was a powerful experience. After a brief wa- 
ter break from the heat, we rallied again and received 
even more overwhelming support from local workers. 


People’s fightback spirit against police harassment 
and the murder of black people was unwavering and 
inspirational: “The whole system is guilty!” We heard 
this statement over and over during our time in Fergu- 
son. The ruling class and misleaders like Al Sharpton 
and Jesse Jackson pushed for peace and more black 
cops and politicians, but the working class wasn’t fall- 
ing for it. Jackson was confronted by workers and youth 
who asked him, “When are you going to stop selling 
us out?” They told him, “Get out — we don’t want 
you here!” This trip to Ferguson has taught the young 
people who went a lesson on how to work among the 
masses. Two of them have joined PLP.J 


The ruling class and misleaders like Al Sharpton and 
Jesse Jackson pushed for peace and more black cops 
and politicians, but the working class wasn’t falling 
for it. Jackson was confronted by workers and youth 
who asked him, “When are you going to stop selling 
us out?” They told him, “Get out — we don’t want 
you here!” This trip to Ferguson has taught the young 
people who went a lesson on how to work among the 
masses. Two of them have joined PLP. 
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LETTERS 


We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in letters 


and articles 
about their experiences fighting the bosses worldwide. 


East Africa: revolutionary ideas hold water 


with new members 

We held a Progressive Labor Party (PLP) meeting in 
a flooded area to discuss the progress of the commit- 
tee of families affected by the flood and what they’ve 
learned from it. Most of them are brand new to PLP. 
I asked them, “What’s the difference between NGO’s 
and PLP?” They understood well that NGOs don’t ex- 
ist to solve the problems the working class faces. 


Most of the flood victims are homeless and their 
livelihoods disrupted. They have been left alone with 
these devastating circumstances. They need help to dig 
out of the hole, but as long as the system is in place, 
more devastation to them or others is a guarantee. 
Charitable help provides a necessary band aid but 
leaves the disease alive to strike again. We discussed 
how to use crises and suffering of the working class as 
opportunities to forge unity and attain the knowledge 
necessary to build our movement to destroy capital- 
ism. This can only be accomplished through struggle, 
not just “education.” 


The working class needs to organize to make de- 
mands from the government and capitalist entities. 
Then we talked about the obstacles to doing that. One 
comrade said the government is an agent of the ruling 
class and could just refuse—throw it in the trash. Or, 
they say “We shall do it” and then they don’t. “Then 
where are we?” The comrade was reflecting on the 
contradiction communists face when fighting for re- 
forms. 


One comrade talked about people in the govern- 
ment who are socialists and not as bad as others. He 
said they know what is right and care about workers. 
He thought they should talk to these leaders about the 
PLP. I shared how the Kenyan protesters refused to 
allow the Members of Parliament (MP) to join their 
movement unless they first quit being MPs. We con- 
cluded that the “better” leaders still belong to the sys- 
tem and first and foremost want to get reelected. They 
will have to continue playing the game and selling out 
workers unless they are willing to quit being politi- 
cians. 


We discussed how the demands are best won when 
the pressure on the bosses is so great that it’s more ad- 
vantageous for them to concede rather than resist. But, 
regardless of whether we win the reform demands, or- 
ganizing class struggle is a crucial way our movement 
gets built. It is how workers best learn about the enemy 
and how to prepare ourselves for revolution. It is how 
class is steeled for the long haul. And it is how our 
communist Party grows. 


We also discussed various class struggles they could 
wage around this flood: demand loan forgiveness from 
the banks. (Many families are paying the banks for 
homes that were destroyed). Demand land and servic- 
es from the government. Demand transportation for 
students who can’t attend school after the flood forced 
their families to relocate. 


They reported on the 100 percent successful distri- 
bution of needed items to nine affected families and 
how, in the process, they met six other families in even 
worse shape. We need to raise more money. We have 
a world to win! 


Retirees put labor fakers on notice 

It has been over three years since NYC retirees be- 
gan their fight to stop city bosses and the Municipal 
Labor Committee (MLC) from forcing us from tradi- 
tional medicare and into inferior Medicare (Dis)ad- 
vantage. This struggle has been characterized by street 
demonstrations, court challenges, state, local and fed- 
eral level efforts to pass laws that would protect retiree 
rights and political struggles within unions that are 
part of the MLC coalition. All of this is taking place as 
the U.S. ruling class prepares for the possibility of war 
with their main challengers for control of the world’s 
wealth and the political development towards fascism 
in the U.S. Members of the Progressive Labor Party 
have been active in this struggle from its beginning tak- 
ing part in the fightback as well as bringing our under- 
standing that communist revolution is ultimately the 
only way to build a society where workers control how 
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the wealth we produce is used to meet the needs of the 
working class. 


Changes in the health care program for city retirees 
and changes likely to be made for the current workers 
and pre-Medicare age retirees are meant to shift costs 
to workers and to limit access to healthcare services. 
These changes affect the entire city workforce as well 
as retirees but will hit those with low income the hard- 
est. This means Black and Latin workers as well as 
women workers will most affected as they are most 
represented in lower paid positions. 


Currently, the proposed changes have been blocked 
by court orders. Most recently, the court lifted an or- 
der to stop the imposing of copays in addition to the 
deductibles we already shoulder. This would go into 
effect 1/1/2025. Our response is to keep on fighting. 


The pro-boss labor leaders organized us to lead us 
into the arms of the bosses agents in the Democratic 
Party. They want us to believe that the Democrats 
will get us a decent life under capitalism. They have 
been saying that for decades but unions are weaker 
than ever and our lives and those of workers around 
the world are more than ever at risk. As we march in 
NYC’s Labor Day Parade, we will be serving notice to 
the highly paid labor fakers and the bosses they serve 
that their days are numbered. 


Mass reform work: be in it, not of it 

I recently had the opportunity to travel downstate 
in Illinois on a bus full of healthcare workers. The trip 
was organized by our union, which represents workers 
from several different hospitals in the region. We went 
down to make statements at a state review board meet- 
ing that approves different projects for the healthcare 
systems, deciding which ones will get funding. 


True to the capitalist bosses’ racist nature, the Ad- 
vocate health system wants to invest millions of dol- 
lars in modernizing spaces at a hospital in a wealthier 
suburb. This while minimizing what they spend on the 
hospitals in their network in urban areas, which serve 
majority Black, Latin and Asian workers. 


Although our handful of statements opposing Ad- 
vocate’s plans may not be enough to stop their plans 
this time, the effort provided me with the opportunity 
to engage with other workers about the racist nature 
of the system. The union leaders will refer to this rac- 
ism (sometimes) but will always stop far short of put- 
ting the entire blame where it deserves, on capitalism. 
But given the union’s position under the umbrella of 
the Democratic Party machine, this makes complete 
sense. 


Notably, there were many workers on the trip who 
work for Loretto Hospital, who just made a year since 
their 11-day strike against their exploiting bosses (see 
CHALLENGE, 8/17/23). Based on conversations 
that I had with some of these workers, the working 
and staffing conditions were the same if not worse 
than when they began their strike! 


This experience reinforced two important truths 
for me. The first is that these unions can be masterful 
about making a lot of noise and acting like they have 
a plan to better workers’ lives, but when the smoke 
clears, we see they barely move the needle in improv- 
ing our material conditions. The second is that as com- 
munists we still need to be in these spaces, fighting for 
reform, because we can introduce the revolutionary al- 
ternative (the Party and revolution!) which will in fact 
create an existence worth fighting for. 


It was good to reconnect with my fellow healthcare 
workers after supporting them on the picket line last 
year, and to be able to invite them to upcoming activi- 
ties around the Democratic National Convention here 
in Chicago. Workers everywhere are open to more 
revolutionary ideas — let’s lead with antiracism and 
communist fightback! 


Condemn massacre of Gaza media 


workers 

After meeting with Biden, Harris, Trump, in the 
U.S., Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu returned to 
Tel Aviv and went on an assassination spree, including 
killing the lead negotiator for Hamas in the cease-fire 
talks. Maybe less known among those murdered were 
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Define to fight it 

Capitalists compete by any means necessary. 
Much like smaller criminal gangs, different groups 
of capitalists battle one another to secure territory, 
resources, and exploitable labor-the basis of their 
profits. They have created the state as a mechanism 
to manage and protect this ruthless profit-driven 
system. Through laws, police, prisons, elections, 
the military, schools, the media, and other institu- 
tions, the bosses have built a dictatorship to keep 
themselves in power—and keep the working class 
out of power. 


Fascism is a stage oflate capitalism in crisis where 
the liberal democratic veil peels away to reveal a 
rotting dictatorship. The bosses use state terror to 
discipline their own class and enforce compliance 
by the working class-both essential conditions for 
waging global war. Fascism is marked by more di- 
rect and centralized rule, with intensified racism, 
sexism, and nationalism. 


The Big Fascists are the dominant finance capi- 
talists, principally the multinational banks and 
oil companies (JPMorganChase, ExxonMobil). 
They're trying to build a multiracial, patriotic coali- 
tion to back U.S. imperialism and protect their far- 
flung profits. This is the wing that plays the drums 
of World War III. 


The Small Fascists are mostly domestically ori- 
ented capitalists, spearheaded by the Koch, Mercer, 
DeVos, and Coors families, along with Richard Mel- 
lon Scaife, Harry and Lynde Bradley, John Olin, Pe- 
ter Thiel, Elon Musk, Rupert Murdoch and a cast of 
other billionaires. They want to cut taxes for short- 
term profits and are reluctant to invest in costly 
ground wars to defend the global U.S. empire. Their 
agenda includes a racist gutting of social services at 
home and a retreat from U.S. imperialist alliances, 
including NATO. 


Al Jazeera correspondent Ismail al-Ghoul and photog- 
rapher Rami al-Rifi. They were killed while covering 
events in al-Shati Refugee Camp in Gaza City. Accord- 
ing to the Palestinian Journalists’ Syndicate (PJS), this 
brings the total to at least 157 journalists killed in the 
Gaza war. These Palestinian media workers are the 
eyewitnesses to the massacre in Gaza, as international 
journalists are not allowed to enter unless embedded 
with the Israeli Occupation Force (IOF). These mur- 
ders represent the most extreme form of retaliation 
faced by media workers around the world for cover- 
age or speech that is critical of Israel and their US. 
masters. 


My union, the National Writers Union (NWU), 
issued a statement condemning the assassinations of 
our comrades and urging all media outlets and their 
unions to denounce these gruesome assassinations. 
About a dozen young freelance media workers took 
part in the production and distribution of the state- 
ment. NWU is an affiliate of the International Federa- 
tion of Journalists and a sister-union to the PJS. 


The statement reads in part, “Israel’s war on Gaza 
has been the deadliest for journalists in modern his- 
tory. These killings are a blatant violation of the inter- 
national law that is meant to protect journalists and 
ensure our freedom of work and the public’s right to 
know... As a U.S.-based union, we have a duty to high- 
light that these continuing violations of international 
law would not be possible without billions of dollars in 
U.S.-supplied weapons and the support of U.S. politi- 
cal leaders in both parties...” 


These young media workers and the millions like 
them who have demonstrated against the U.S. and Is- 
raeli slaughter of civilians will not go willingly to a 
future of war and fascism. Engaging our colleagues 
in our unions around antiracist and anti-imperialist 
struggles can serve to introduce more of them to Pro- 
gressive Labor Party (PLP) and lay the foundation for 
turning this next world war into the last with commu- 
nist revolution. 
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Japan: workers protest genocide 


On a near weekly basis, a group of mostly retired workers in Nagoya, Japan are rallying downtown against the 
ongoing genocide in Gaza. I had the opportunity to join them while visiting my family who live here, in Japan’s 
third largest city. 


The small but spirited group gave speeches to passersby who were on their lunch breaks or leaving town for 
national holidays. Many of the protestors were pacifists and called attention to the hypocrisy of Japan’s so called 
“defense force” partnering with Israel’s. 


During the protest, I asked to hold a Japanese sign that read “Israel, stop killing children! Stop the massacre in 
Gaza! Ceasefire now! America, stop sending weapons to Israel!” I also gave a short bilingual speech (in English 
and Japanese), pointing out our need to act as children in Gaza are being killed everyday. I highlighted the united 
struggle of workers in New York, Nagoya, and Gaza. Afterwards, I made contact with a local muslim woman 
worker and discussed doing multi-lingual chants with the group. 


The group rallied for about an hour in front of the city’s busiest train station. Then the group moved to a near- 
by office building on a quiet street. This location was targeted by the protestors because it is home to a Japanese 
company that buys drones from an Israeli military contractor. The protest also called out a local government 
program that sends money to Israel. These connections point to the importance of internationalism and growing 
Progressive Labor Party (PLP) as a worldwide party. 


Let’s continue to unite with workers around the world when we have a chance to go to other countries! This is 
part of how we are a party on five continents. I’m hoping to go to a larger protest next week with my family, at 


a time when more workers are off work and can participate. 


Antiracist workers in Nagoya, Japan hold a weekly rally against the genocide in Israel. 
The workers held signs demanding an end to U.S. and Israeli genocide in Gaza and Free 
Palestine. The only permanent solution to this bloodshed: making a communist world a 

reality! 
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U.S.-Israeli forces prepare to battle Iran 

Al Jazeera, 8/12-United States Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd Austin has ordered a guided missile submarine 
to the Middle East and the USS Abraham Lincoln air- 
craft carrier strike group to sail more quickly to the 
area...Austin “reiterated the United States’ commit- 
ment to take every possible step to defend Israel and 
noted the strengthening of U.S. military force posture 
and capabilities throughout the Middle East in light 
of escalating regional tensions’, the Pentagon said in 
a statement... 


The Abraham Lincoln has been in the Asia Pacific, 
and had already been ordered to the Middle East to 
replace the USS Theodore Roosevelt aircraft carrier 
strike group, which is scheduled to begin heading 
home. Last week, Austin said it was expected to arrive 
in the area by the end of the month. The carrier has 
F-35 and F/A-18 fighter jets on board. The US military 
had already said it will deploy additional fighter air- 
craft and warships to the Middle East as Washington 
seeks to reinforce Israeli defenses from possible attack 
by Iran. 


Imperialist competition for Africa 


continues 

Reuters, 8/5-The United States military has com- 
pleted its withdrawal from air base 201 in Niger, offi- 
cials said on Monday, after Niger's ruling junta ordered 
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nearly 1,000 U.S. military personnel to leave following 
a coup last year. Air base 201, a drone base near Aga- 
dez in central Niger that was built at a cost of $100 mil- 
lion, had provided crucial intelligence about Islamist 
militant groups before the coup. A joint statement 
from Niger's defense ministry and the U.S. military 
said personnel and equipment from the base had been 
withdrawn and coordination would continue over the 
coming weeks to make sure the pullout is complete. 
Niger's decision to ask for the removal of U.S. troops 
came after a meeting in Niamey in mid-March when 
senior U.S. officials raised concerns about issues such 
as the expected arrival of Russian forces and reports 
of Iran seeking raw materials in the country, includ- 
ing uranium. In April, Russia sent military trainers to 
Niger. 


World War | analogy 


for U.S.-Chinese relations 

Foreign Affairs, July/August-In The Rise of the 
Anglo-German Antagonism, 1860-1914, the British 
historian Paul Kennedy explained how two tradition- 
ally friendly peoples ended up in a downward spiral of 
mutual hostility that led to World War I. Major struc- 
tural forces drove the competition between Germany 
and Britain: economic imperatives, geography, and 
ideology... Like Germany and Britain before World 
War I, China and the United States seem to be locked 
in a downward spiral, one that may end in disaster for 
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both countries and for the world at large. Similar to 
the situation a century ago, profound structural fac- 
tors fuel the antagonism. Economic competition, geo- 
political fears, and deep mistrust work to make con- 
flict more likely...The United States, meanwhile, has 
been trying to develop a China policy that combines 
deterrence with limited cooperation, similar to what 
Britain did when developing policy toward Germany 
in the early twentieth century...In the British-German 
relationship, three main conditions led from rising an- 
tagonism to war...All these conditions now seem to be 
in place in the U.S.-Chinese relationship. 


European war expands into Russia 

The Guardian, 8/11-Ukrainian sources have indi- 
cated that thousands of troops have been committed 
to its incursion into Russia’s Kursk province, as Mos- 
cow and Kyiv traded accusations about a fire at the 
occupied Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant 250 miles 
to the south...A Ukrainian security official told the 
Agence France-Presse that the aim of the incursion 
was to destabilise Russia and string out Russian forces 
with light, fast-moving attacks...Several Ukrainian bri- 
gades are said to be involved in the operation, accord- 
ing to a range of sources. Kyiv caught Russia off guard 
by striking at a lightly defended sector of the front that 
had seen no significant fighting since the spring of 
2022 - and broke through limited border defences. 
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ELECTIONS: 


Kamala Harris and the Democrats will not 
stop the rise of fascism in the U.S. and the 
move to WWIII. The bosses that are backing 
Harris ultimately need fascism as much as 
the bosses that are backing Trump, and Har- 
ris has shown that she is more than willing to 
do whatever her billionaire backers need her 
to do. She is the boss’ choice because she has 
committed to supporting genocide to advance the U.S. imperialist 
goals in the Middle East and around the world. 


see 


next 
issue for full 
article 


The election is exposing the weakness of the U.S. ruling class as 
the world spins deeper into crisis. Kamala Harris and the Demo- 
crats are continuing the genocide in Gaza where the Israeli fascists 
have bombed eight schools in the past week killing hundreds more 
innocent people (Al Jazeera, 8/11), while Trump continues to rally 
people around openly racist anti-immigrant politics. The working 
class is under attack from both sides. 


Neither faction will stem the movement toward fascism and 
world war. The crisis is beyond the ability of the bosses to hide 
behind liberal democracy. The working class must take the strug- 
gle into its own hands. The struggle against the genocide in Gaza 
must continue as well as the fight against police murders during 
the election. 


We must use these struggles to build the Progressive Labor Party 
(PLP) and a communist movement to fight for communist revolu- 
tion. 
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